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WGBH May 2010 television program highlights

Masterpiece Mystery! “Foyle’s War, Series VI”
Sunday, May 2, 9 and 16, 9pm on WGBH 2

Masterpiece Mystery! kicks off its 2010 season with three new episodes of the popular World War II whodunit. The war in Europe is over, and Detective Chief Superintendent Christopher Foyle hopes his crime-fighting days are, too. But murder knows no respite in the seaside town of Hastings, and the unflappable chief must solve a trio of his most challenging cases yet. Michael Kitchen stars with Honeysuckle Weeks in the hit series.

American Experience “Roads to Memphis”

Monday, May 3, 9pm on WGBH 2

“We were never concerned with who killed Martin Luther King, but what killed Martin Luther King,” says former King aide Andrew Young in this film, which tells the wildly disparate yet fatefully entwined stories of an assassin, James Earl Ray, and his target, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., against the backdrop of the seething and turbulent forces in American society that led these two men to their violent and tragic collision in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. Based on a forthcoming book by Hampton Sides (Ghost Soldiers), the program relies on eyewitness testimony from King’s inner circle and the officials involved in Ray’s capture and prosecution following an intense two-month international manhunt.

Nova “Mt. St. Helens: Back from the Dead”

Tuesday, May 4, 8pm on WGBH 2

When Mount St. Helens erupted in 1980, every living thing in the blast zone was buried beneath 300 feet of avalanche debris, covered with steaming mud and, finally, topped with a superheated layer of frothy rock from deep within the earth. It seemed as though Mount St. Helens might remain a wasteland forever. Then, to everyone’s surprise, life began to bloom again. Over the course of 30 years, biologist Charlie Crisafulli has been documenting the dramatic return of plant and animal life to the barren landscape. But he has also tracked a new threat: The mountain, like the wildlife, is coming back to life. Soon after the 1980 eruption, new lava was bubbling up to the surface, and in 2004, a flurry of explosions blasted steam and ash thousands of feet into the air over Mount St. Helens. What force is driving this baffling pattern? Using GPS, magnetic mapping and more, geologists are tracking the movement of magma deep within the volcano and revealing a hidden lattice of faults that lies beneath the volatile landscape. Nova presents a pioneering look at the interplay between biology and geology that may help scientists predict future volcanic eruptions.
Frontline: “College, Inc.”

Tuesday, May 4, 9 pm on WGBH 2

The business of higher education is booming. It’s a $400 billion industry fueled by taxpayer money. But what are students getting out of the deal? Critics say a worthless degree and a mountain of debt. Investors insist they’re innovators, widening access to education. Frontline follows the money to uncover how Wall Street and a new breed of for-profit universities are transforming the way we think about college in America.

Live from Lincoln Center “Perlman, Ax and Ma @ The Penthouse”

Wednesday, May 5, 9pm on WGBH 2

The dream-team trio of cellist Yo-Yo Ma, violinist Itzhak Perlman and pianist Emanuel Ax perform in the intimate Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse.

Independent Lens “Sunshine”

Thursday, May 6, 9pm on WGBH 44

In 1975 rural Texas, a local mayor’s daughter grapples with an unplanned pregnancy — finally deciding to have her baby in secret before giving her away in a hidden adoption. Twenty-three years later, the adopted child also has an unplanned baby out of wedlock. “Sunshine” tells the intimate story of this second-generation single mother and her own struggle with the idea of family.

Need to Know

Fridays, premiering May 7, 9pm on WGBH 2

Need to Know a cross-media news and public affairs magazine that culls stories from the best of the week’s online reporting, culminating in a one-hour on-air broadcast. The program will feature documentary-style reports, short features, studio-based interviews and more. Need to Know will cover five primary news beats: the economy; the environment and energy; health; national security; and culture. Alison Stewart and Jon Meacham co-anchor.

American Experience “Into the Deep: America, Whaling & the World

Monday, May 10, 9pm on WGBH 2

For two centuries, American whale oil lit the world — powering the start of the industrial revolution and laying the groundwork for a truly global economy. From its stunning rise as an economic force in the 18th century to its precipitous decline in the decades following the Civil War, the whaling industry mapped millions of miles of uncharted ocean, opened new seaways and markets, employed the world’s most multi-cultural workforce and shrunk the globe by bringing once remote reaches of the Earth into contact as never before — all the while capturing the American imagination. As Americans now see fortunes rise and fall on the global energy and consumer markets, the rapid commoditization of whales and the sharp decline of the whaling industry serve as a stark reminder of the volatility of the global marketplace.

Frontline/World “The Play Pump”

Tuesday, May 11, 9pm WGBH 2

Frontline/World investigates one of its own stories—“The Play Pump”—an apparent breakthrough idea to harness the energy of children to pump drinking water throughout remote areas of southern Africa. After Frontline/World aired the story in 2005, major donors in the United States—and the U.S. government itself—launched a multimillion-dollar campaign to install the device in thousands of African schools and villages. Now, correspondent Amy Costello investigates what happened to those communities as the promise of the PlayPump fell short and the device’s biggest American boosters began to back away from a technology they had once championed.  

Secrets of the Dead “Churchill’s Deadly Decision”

Wednesday, May 12, 8pm on WGBH 2

In the summer of 1940 Winston Churchill faced a terrible dilemma. France had just surrendered and only the English Channel stood between the Nazis and Britain. Germany was poised to seize the entire French fleet, one of the biggest in the world. With these ships in his hands, Hitler’s threat to invade Britain could become a reality. Churchill had to make a choice. He could either trust the promises of the new French government that they would never hand over their ships to Hitler or he could make sure that the ships never joined the German navy by destroying them himself. “Churchill’s Deadliest Decision” reveals the darkest side of Britain’s Finest Hour. Some call his decision a turning point in the war; others call it a terrible betrayal and a war crime. This is the story of what Churchill did next — and why — and how 1,300 French sailors died in what the French still call “our Pearl Harbour.” In the words of French survivors, some of whom still regard Churchill as a war criminal, and one of the British sailors who opened fire on his former allies, this is the forgotten story of Churchill’s deadliest decision: to sink the French Fleet.

American Masters “The Doors: When You’re Strange”

Wednesday, May 12, 9pm on WGBH 2

The creative chemistry of four brilliant artists—drummer John Densmore, guitarist Robby Krieger, keyboardist Ray Manzarek and singer Jim Morrison—made The Doors one of America’s most iconic and influential, theatrical and mysterious, thrilling and sometimes frightening rock bands. This, the first feature documentary to tell their story, uses only original footage—much of it previously unseen—shot between the group’s formation in 1965 and Morrison’s death in 1971. Johnny Depp narrates.

Independent Lens “The Horse Boy”

Thursday, May 13, 9pm on WGBH 44

“The Horse Boy” explores one family’s unforgettable journey as they travel halfway across the world in search of a miracle to heal their autistic son. The film blends footage from the family’s adventure through the Mongolian countryside with scenes from their life at home in Texas. Bolstered by testimony from autism experts, including Dr. Temple Grandin, this compelling film exquisitely captures an astonishing physical and spiritual journey. By Michel Orion Scott.

Frontline “The Wounded Platoon”

Tuesday, May 18, 9pm on WGBH 2

Since the Iraq War began, soldier arrests in the city of Colorado Springs have tripled. At least 36 servicemen based at the nearby Army post of Fort Carson have committed suicide. And 14 Fort Carson soldiers have been charged or convicted in at least 11 killings. Many of the most violent crimes involved men who had served in the same battalion in Iraq. Three of them came from a single platoon of infantrymen. Frontline tells the dark tale of the men of Third Platoon, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry and how the war followed them home. It is a story of heroism, grief, vicious combat, depression, drugs, alcohol and brutal murder; an investigation into the Army’s mental health services; and a powerful portrait of what multiple tours and post-traumatic stress are doing to a generation of young American soldiers.

Ground Ward

Wednesdays, premiering May 19, 9pm on WGBH 2

Ground War explores the key technological advances that have defined ground warfare through the ages. From the gladius to the AK-47, from the chariot to the tank, from the trebuchet to the howitzer, and from the battle ramp to the star fort, the series follows the fascinating punch and counterpunch of battle tactics and new technologies, revealing how even the smallest innovations can have a wide-ranging effect on the way wars are fought. The episodes explore the development of the soldier and his weapons, movement in the combat zone, the evolution of artillery and battlefield engineering.

Independent Lens “Project Kashmir”

Thursday, May 20, 9pm on WGBH 44

Two young American women, one Muslim, the other Hindu, sneak their cameras into Kashmir, where conflicting faiths mean war. Their mission: to find out what makes their peers choose homeland over preserving their own lives. The project tests the limits of friendship and documents the costs of war in one of the most dangerous and beautiful places on Earth. By Senain Kheshgi and Geeta V. Patel.

Masterpiece Mystery! “Miss Marple Series V: The Mirror Crack’d from Side to Side”

Sunday, May 23, 9pm on WGBH 2

Hollywood glamour arrives in St. Mary Mead when a celebrated actress and her film director husband take up residence there. But when seemingly unconnected people are found poisoned soon after, Miss Marple (Julia McKenzie) must track down the killer and discover the reason behind the murders. Joanna Lumley (“Absolutely Fabulous”) and Lindsay Duncan (Alice in Wonderland ) guest star.

Independent Lens “A Village Called Versailles”

Thursday, May 27, 9pm on WGBH 44

Tucked away on the eastern edge of New Orleans, a community of Vietnamese refugees has thrived for 30 years in a neighborhood they call Versailles. This film recounts the residents’ successful fight against the opening of a toxic government-imposed landfill after Hurricane Katrina struck and transformed their neighborhood. By Leo Chiang.
National Memorial Day Concert

Sunday, May 30, 8pm on WGBH 2

On Memorial Day weekend, PBS will unite the nation with an evening that has become an American tradition. Featuring an all-star lineup in performance with the National Symphony Orchestra, the National Memorial Day Concert honors the service and sacrifice of the men and women in uniform, their families at home and all those who have given their lives for our country. Hosted by Emmy Award-winner Gary Sinise (CSI: New York) and Tony Award-winner Joe Mantegna (Criminal Minds), the concert offers viewers a time to remember, heal and bring the country together.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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