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WGBH April 2010 television program highlights

Blood and Guts: A History of Surgery

Thursday, April 1, 9pm on WGBH 2

Today, surgical breakthroughs are making face transplants, limb transplants and a host of other cutting edge operations possible. But getting to this point has been an extraordinary story of bravery and mistakes. Presented by Michael Mosley, Blood and Guts: A History of Surgery introduces audiences to the breathtaking, heroic and at times even comical story of how surgeons came to successfully save millions of lives worldwide. With reports from across the US and Europe, the film looks at the latest surgical techniques and reveals how science has progressed through both catastrophes and successes in its courageous pursuit of knowledge.
American Experience “Eyes on the Prize”
Thursday, April 1, 10pm on WGBH 2

Through contemporary interviews and historical footage, the Eyes on the Prize series covers all the major events of the Civil Rights movement from 1954 to 1985—from the Montgomery bus boycott in 1954 to the Voting Rights Act in 1965, from community power in schools to "Black Power" in the streets, from early acts of individual courage to the flowering of a mass movement and its eventual split into factions. When Eyes on the Prize premiered in 1987, The Los Angeles Times called it "an exhaustive documentary that shouldn't be missed." The series won six Emmys and numerous other awards, including an Academy Award nomination, the George Foster Peabody Award, and the duPont-Columbia award for excellence in broadcast journalism. See why.

This Old House Hour

Saturday, April 3, 5pm on WGBH 2

It’s been three decades since This Old House first began giving viewers a behind-the-scenes look at the secrets of home renovation. In honor of its 30th anniversary, producers of the Emmy-winning television series have selected a 1870s-era Second Empire home in the Boston area, where the show is based. This Old House is partnering with the City of Boston and local non-profit Nuestra Comunidad Development Corporation to fully renovate a foreclosed and vacant property in the Boston community of Roxbury. The plan is to divide the property into two separate units of affordable homes with the hope that two deserving families will move in as new owners once renovations are complete. 

The Best of the Kumars at No. 42

Saturday, April 3, 9:30pm on WGBH 2

The Kumars at No. 42, a long-running, award-winning BBC series comes to the US. The show follows the fictional British Indian Kumar family, made up of Madhuri and Ashwin Kumar (Indria Joshi and Vincent Ebrahim), their 30-something son and wanna-be television talk show host Sanjeev (Sanjeev Bhaskar) and Sanjeev's mischief-making, free-spirited grandmother, Sushila (Meera Syal). Sanjeev's parents have supported his talk show dreams by building a TV studio on what used to be their backyard garden. Uproarious consequences ensue as Sanjeev interviews celebrity guests while fending off countless interruptions from his doting parents and overbearing grandmother.

Nova “Hunting the Edge of Space”

Tuesday, April 6, 8pm on WGBH 2

The telescope has fundamentally changed our understanding of our place in the universe. What began as a curiosity—two spectacle lenses held a foot apart—ultimately revolutionized human thought across science, philosophy and religion. This tale of human ingenuity involves some of the most colorful figures of the scientific world—Galileo, Kepler, Newton, William Herschel, George Hale and Edwin Hubble—leading up to today’s colossal telescopes, housed in space-age cathedrals or orbiting high above the Earth. Now, at the center of an international space race, a new generation of ever-larger telescopes is poised to reveal answers to longstanding questions about our universe.

Waking the Dead

Tuesdays at 9pm on WGBH 44

Led by Detective Superintendent Peter Boyd (Trevor Eve), the Cold Case Squad investigates serious crimes that have gone unsolved. Armed with the latest technological advances and old-fashioned hard work, Psychological Profiler Grace Foley (Sue Johnston), Forensic Pathologist Frankie Wharton (Holly Aird), Detective Constable Mel Silver (Claire Goose) and Detective Sergeant Spencer Jordan (Wil Johnson) wake the dead for clues and answers. Enjoy back-to-back episodes on Tuesday nights!

The Buddha

Wednesday, April 7, 8pm on WGBH 2

Two and a half millennia ago, a new religion was born in northern India, generated from the ideas of a single man, the Buddha, a mysterious Indian sage who famously gained enlightenment while he sat under a large, shapely fig tree. The Buddha never claimed to be God or his emissary on earth. He said only that he was a human being who, in a world of unavoidable pain and suffering, had found a kind of serenity that others could find, too. This documentary by award-winning filmmaker David Grubin tells the story of his life, a journey especially relevant in our own bewildering times of violent change and spiritual confusion. Richard Gere narrates.

Masterpiece Classic “The Diary of Anne Frank”

Sunday, April 11, 9pm on WGBH 2

This new adaptation of Anne Frank’s moving account of life hiding from the Nazis stars newcomer Ellie Kendrick (An Education) as a maturing teenager who undergoes an extraordinary ordeal. Iain Glen (Into the Storm) stars as Anne’s steadfast father, Tamsin Greig (Emma) as her reticent mother and Felicity Jones (Northanger Abbey) as her studious older sister. Together with four others, they hide for two years in the back rooms of an Amsterdam business, while Anne records their tense daily life in one of history’s most remarkable memoirs.

American Experience “The Polio Crusade”

Monday, April 12, 9pm on WGBH 2

It was the largest public health experiment in American history—a crusade that eradicated polio, one of the 20th-century’s most dreaded diseases. The polio epidemic terrified Americans for decades, affecting thousands of children, leaving many crippled, paralyzed or condemned to life in an iron lung. But on April 26, 1954, hope emerged in the form of a cherry-colored liquid containing the world’s first polio vaccine developed by virologist Jonas Salk. No one was certain it was safe or whether it could provide effective protection against the disease—and yet nearly two million school children in 44 states received the shots. This film chronicles the decades-long crusade, and features a bitter battle between two scientists and the breakthrough of a now-forgotten woman researcher.

When Families Grieve

Wednesday, April 14, 8pm on WGBH 2

According to recent research, one in 20 American children under the age of 15 experiences the death of a parent — from illness, suicide, accident or war-related incident. In just one year, from 2006 to 2007, an estimated 1,345 children from military families lost a parent who was serving in the military. Grieving is a family event, and the entire family needs support during this difficult time. When Families Grieve uses the Sesame Street Muppets to aid communication between adults and children, with language and strategies that are effective and child-appropriate. Katie Couric hosts.

Worse Than War

Wednesday, April 14, 9pm on WGBH 2

Based on Daniel Goldhagen’s book Worse Than War, this documentary explores the nature of genocide, ethnic cleansing and large-scale mass murder in our time. Goldhagen speaks with victims, perpetrators, witnesses, religious leaders, politicians, diplomats, historians, humanitarian aid workers and journalists.

Nature/Frogs: “The Thin Green Line”
Sunday, April 18, 8pm on WGBH 2
Frogs have been hopping the planet for more than 350 million years. Along the way, they've evolved into some of the most wondrous, diverse and beloved animals on earth. But now, they're slipping away. We've already lost one third of our amphibians and more are disappearing each day. Some say it's the greatest extinction since the dinosaurs. Ecosystems are beginning to unravel, important medical cures are vanishing and we're losing a dear old friend. It's a global crisis—scientists around the world are mobilizing to stem the tide—before the next frog crosses the thin green line.

American Experience “Earth Days”

Monday, April 19, 9pm on WGBH 2

Director Robert Stone (Oswald’s Ghost, Guerrilla: The Taking of Patty Hearst) traces the origins of the modern environmental movement through the eyes of nine Americans who propelled the movement from its beginnings in the 1950s to its moment of triumph in 1970 with the original Earth Day and to its status as a major political force in America.

Through A Dog’s Eyes

Wednesday, April 21, 8pm on WGBH 2

Each year, hundreds of people find hope through a handful of organizations across the country that train service dogs for people with disabilities. Through A Dog’s Eyes follows the journey of recipients as they experience the process of receiving and becoming acclimated to a service dog. Jennifer Arnold, founder of one of the nation’s largest service dog organizations, Canine Assistants, details her unique teaching methods, giving viewers an intimate look at how the canine-recipient matching program works. 

Independent Lens “Dirt”
Wednesday, April 21, 8pm on WGBH World

Narrated by award-winning actress, author and social activist Jamie Lee Curtis, Dirt! The Movie delves into the fascinating history of this lowly substance, explaining how four billion years of evolution have created the dirt that recycles our water, gives us food, provides us shelter and can be used as a source of medicine, beauty and culture. But people are endangering this vital living resource with destructive methods of agriculture, mining practices and urban development. This abusive behavior has yielded mass starvation, drought, floods and global warming. Filmmakers Bill Benensen and Gene Rosow visited more than 20 renowned global visionaries who are discovering new ways to repair this natural resource.

P.O.V. “Food Inc.”

Wednesday, April 21, 9pm on WGBH 2

American agri-business consistently produces more food on less land and at cheaper cost than the farmers of any other nation. What could possibly be wrong with that? As recounted in this sweeping, shockingly informative documentary, sick animals, environmental degradation, tainted and unhealthy food along with obesity, diabetes and other health issues are only the more obvious problems of our system. In this Academy Award-nominated film, Robert Kenner uses visits to production sites, footage of meat-packing operations secretly shot by workers, and eye-opening testimony from farmers, workers, consumer advocates, and the few industry people willing to talk in their own defense to shed light on the American food production system most of us know little about.

Nova “Mind over Money”
Tuesday, April 27, 8pm on WGBH 2

In the aftermath of the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression, Nova explores why mainstream economists failed to predict the crash of 2008 and why we so often make irrational financial decisions. In the face of the recent crash, can a new science that aims to incorporate human psychology into finance—behavioral economics—do better? By delivering unexpected insights from leading analysts and powerful experiments, Mind over Money exposes the mysterious and surprising nature of the two most powerful forces on our planet: the human mind and money.

Frontline “The Vaccine War”

Tuesday, April 27, 9pm on WGBH 2
Vaccines have become controversial. Some parents—concerned by the sheer number of shots (some 26 inoculations for 14 different diseases by age 6)—follow alternative vaccination schedules advocated by gurus like Dr. Robert Sears. Other parents go further. In communities like Ashland, Oregon, up to one third of parents are not vaccinating their kids. And some advocacy groups, like Generation Rescue, argue that vaccines are responsible for alarming rises in certain disorders, including ADHD and autism. This is the “Vaccine War”: On one side sits scientific medicine and the public health establishment; on the other a populist coalition of parents, celebrities (like Jenny McCarthy), politicians and activists. Watch Frontline’s latest investigative report in search of the truth.

Great Performances “Hamlet from the Royal Shakespeare Company”
Wednesday, April 28, 8pm on WGBH 2

Shakespeare’s immortal “To be, or not to be” takes on a whole new meaning (and medium) as classical stage and screen actors Sir Patrick Stewart, in his Laurence Olivier Award-winning turn as Claudius, and David Tennant, as the titular Dane, reprise their roles in this television adaptation of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 2008 stage production of Hamlet. Gregory Doran directs, recreating his stage direction in the film shot at St. Joseph’s College in Mill Hill, London.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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