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The WGBH Lab and Antiques Roadshow present Open Call

Media makers encouraged to submit completed video shorts that turn forgotten treasures into cinematic art
Do you have a family heirloom with a story to tell? In collaboration with Antiques Roadshow, the Lab is hosting an Open Call for video shorts that showcase a particular object or antique with personal relevance to the filmmaker. The Lab, an online tool for media makers to share their work, challenges emerging talent to consider their own compelling perspectives and craft unique videos that share their vision with the world. 

Whether a cherished family heirloom or a forgotten trinket collecting dust in the attic, the selected item must have significance for the creator. There is unlimited artistic freedom, as interested media makers may choose to showcase emotional ties to the object or explain a unique history through their video. 


Entries must be no longer than two minutes and can be in an original home movie or creative short film format. Submissions are encouraged through June 1 on the WGBH Lab (wgbh.org/lab), which will post entries and invite the public to vote for their favorites. Three video submissions will be rewarded with a pair of VIP tickets to attend a live taping of an Antiques Roadshow appraisal event this summer. Final shorts also will be featured online and have the opportunity to be broadcast on WGBH and other PBS stations nationwide. Eligibility, guidelines, and Official Rules can be found at wgbh.org/lab.

Participants can make their short films using The WGBH Lab Sandbox. An open content library, the Sandbox allows media makers to mash-up or remix video clips to create a documentary or other creative piece. Clips are shared under a creative commons license and are accessed at lab.wgbh.org/sandbox.

Part adventure, part history lesson, and part treasure hunt, WGBH’s Antiques Roadshow (pbs.org/roadshow) is PBS’s highest-rated series. Nearly 10 million viewers tune in each week as leading auction house experts and independent dealers offer free appraisals of family heirlooms, forgotten trinkets and collectibles. Catch the show Mondays at 8pm on WGBH 2/HD.

-more-

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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