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WGBH TEACHERS’ DOMAIN LAUNCHES BIOTECHNOLOGY DIGITAL MEDIA COLLECTION FOR THE CLASSROOM

Collection to Enhance Biotechnology Education and Offer Professional Development for Science Teachers

WGBH Educational Foundation today announced the launch of the new Biotechnology collection on Teachers’ Domain (www.teachersdomain.org/special/biot), the public broadcasters’ free, online resource for teachers and students. Funded by a grant from the Amgen Foundation, these extraordinary digital media resources are designed to deepen the teaching and learning of biotechnology in middle and high schools throughout the United States.

Although biotechnology is one of the fastest growing fields, it is not always fully integrated into middle and high school science curricula. Biotechnology impacts our lives on a daily basis, from the drugs we take, to the food we eat, and to the jobs we do. This digital collection is the first of its kind on Teachers’ Domain, currently used by over 450,000 teachers and students, across more than 74 percent of K-12 public schools in the United States. Digital video and interactives explore laboratory techniques used in biotechnology for treating disease and improving diagnosis. Video profiles of biotechnology scientists and technicians offer students compelling examples of available career pathways into the field. 

“The Amgen Foundation is proud to partner with WGBH to offer unique and interactive tools to help teachers introduce biotechnology principles into the classroom,” said Jean J. Lim, president of the Amgen Foundation. “By improving students’ and teachers’ access to high quality resources and deepening their understanding of biotechnology, WGBH is encouraging bright young minds to explore a future in science.”

The Teachers’ Domain Biotechnology collection covers:

· Applications 

· Careers 

· Concepts 

· Tools and Techniques 

· Lesson Plan 
These new resources from WGBH Teachers’ Domain capture the excitement and relevance of this growing field. According to Melinda Joncas, a biotechnology teacher at the Greater Lawrence Technical School in Lawrence, MA, “the availability of this Biotechnology collection provides my students and me with the tools to investigate what can be a very unfamiliar subject. These resources will be an invaluable roadmap to design and teach new lessons, courses, or supplement a full program.”

WGBH is also producing an online professional development course for teachers drawing from the Biotechnology digital media resources, and will also offer a series of teacher workshops in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Colorado, Washington, California, and Puerto Rico, focusing on the teaching of biotechnology. 

About The Amgen Foundation

The Amgen Foundation (www.amgen.com/citizenship/overview.html) seeks to

advance science education; improve patient access to quality care; and strengthen the communities where Amgen staff members live and work. Since 1991, the Foundation has made more than $140 million in grants to nonprofit organizations across the United States, Puerto Rico and Europe that impact society in inspiring and innovative ways. It has also supported disaster relief efforts both domestically and internationally.

About Teachers’ Domain

Teachers’ Domain is an online library of more than 2,500 free media resources and fee-based online professional development courses for teachers developed by Boston public television station WGBH. Classroom resources support state and national standards, and draw from the best in public television and its content partners. With over 450,000 registered users in over 188 countries around the world, Teachers’ Domain strives to strengthen teacher knowledge by providing innovative teaching methods that inspire students to learn. Teachers’ Domain is a Pathways portal to the National Science Digital Library (NSDL). To access Teachers’ Domain resources and course information, visit www.teachersdomain.org.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities.  Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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