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High School Quiz Show selects host: Dhaya Lakshminarayanan

New series premieres on March 22nd at 7:30pm on WGBH 2/HD
High School Quiz Show, WGBH’s new weekly competition between 24 Massachusetts schools, has selected a host who promises to be as fresh, smart and funny as the program itself. She is Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, a business consultant and a stand-up comedian with two degrees from MIT and a wealth of experience to bring to her new role. 

Dhaya has taught social graces to students at MIT’s “Charm School,” has traveled to Cuba as a researcher, been crowned Ms. August ’06 Saffron Rare Threads, and created and led an inner-city youth environmental program, “Harbor Bound” for The Boston Harbor Association. She now works as a strategy and communication consultant to large corporations, early stage startups, investors, and non-profits.
Along with her new gig as host of WGBH’s High School Quiz Show, Dhaya currently is pursuing her passion for stand-up comedy and performs in several shows across the country each month, selling out venues with her sharp observational humor on the social-political scene, her own ethnic background, technology, and her travels in America.

“I am thrilled to host WGBH’s High School Quiz Show,” said Dhaya. “As a former smart kid, I have a lot of nerd-pride. I love that this show celebrates brainy students. There’s already a lot of emphasis on the competitive nature of sports; now smart kids will have their moment. And the approach to High School Quiz Show’s competition is fun, entertaining and supportive.”

Dhaya was among twenty-five candidates seriously considered as host of High School Quiz Show. “We looked at academics, on-air personalities, and celebrities who all brought the energy, passion, and presence were after,” said High School Quiz Show producer Hillary Wells. “We wanted a host who was smart and funny, who can make the brainy stuff look cool, and who can both have fun with and serve as a mentor for kids. Dhaya has all this and more.”

Dhaya Lakshminarayanan’s parents spoke Tamil as she was growing up, so she learned English by watching PBS’s Sesame Street, Mister Rogers, and Carl Sagan’s Cosmos. She was part of her high school academic team, and practiced so ardently that she ran through all the Trivial Pursuit questions – twice. She was also the class clown.

“I’ve always been something of an outsider: a child of immigrants living in the deep south, a geeky kid in a sports-crazy high school, a woman at MIT. Partly as a result of this I grew up a funny kid, and I’ve learned to entertain, and – I hope -- bring to light certain truths.”



-more-
Premiering on March 22nd and airing weekly, High School Quiz Show will feature students from 24 Massachusetts schools competing in a fast-paced question and answer format, both as teams and in head-to-head lightening rounds. On January 30, 31, and February 6, the qualifying rounds will be taped at WGBH studios in front of a live audience of cheering families, fellow students, and community members. Questions will be tied to the core Massachusetts high school curriculum, including literature, history, and science, as well as current events, sports, entertainment, and general knowledge. 

On May 1 and 2, the top four qualifying teams from High School Quiz Show will meet at WGBH studios to tape the state quarterfinals, semifinals and championship with four teams from the long-running series As Schools Match Wits, a co-production of Westfield State College and WGBH’s sister station, WGBY. The state finals and face-off for the championship will be broadcast in June on WGBH and WGBY.

Eastern Massachusetts teams for High School Quiz Show’s 2010 season: Amesbury High School; Boston Collegiate Charter School, Dorchester; Brighton High School; The Bromfield School, Harvard; Dighton–Rehoboth Regional High School; Everett High School; Framingham High School; Hingham High School; Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School; Lynn English High School; Methuen High School; Minuteman Career & Technical High School, Lexington; Nipmuc Regional High School, Upton; Oakmont Regional High School, Ashburnham; Randolph High School; Revere High School; Quincy High School; Shepherd Hill Regional High School, Dudley; Sturgis Charter Public School, Hyannis; and University Park Campus School, Worcester.

Major production support for High School Quiz Show is provided by the University of Massachusetts. Research, development and production funding generously provided by the Bank of America Charitable Foundation. Additional funding is provided by Comcast, Massachusetts Teachers Association and New England Aquarium.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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