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WGBH February 2010 television program highlights

Nova: “Ghosts of Machu Picchu”
Tuesday, February 2, 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Perched atop a mountain crest, mysteriously abandoned 400 years ago, Machu Picchu is the most famous archeological ruin in the Western hemisphere and an iconic symbol of the power and engineering prowess of the Inca. In the years since Machu Picchu was discovered by Hiram Bingham in 1911, there have been countless theories about this “Lost City of the Incas,” yet it remains an enigma. Why did the Incas build it on such an inaccessible site, clinging to the steep face of a mountain? Who lived among its stone buildings, farmed its emerald green terraces and drank from its sophisticated aqueduct system? Nova joins a new generation of archeologists as they probe areas of Machu Picchu that haven’t been touched since the time of the Incas and unearth burial grounds of the people who built the sacred site.

Frontline: “Digital Nation”
Tuesday, February 2, 9-10:30pm on WGBH 2/HD
Over a single generation, the Web and digital media have remade nearly every aspect of modern culture, transforming the way we work, learn and interact in ways that we are only beginning to understand. Frontline producer Rachel Dretzin (“Growing up Online”) teams up with one of the leading thinkers of the digital age, Douglas Rushkoff (“Merchants of Cool”), to continue to explore life on the virtual frontier. The film itself is the product of a unique collaboration with visitors to the Digital Nation Web site, who were able to react to the work in progress, post their own stories and help shape the final film. Dretzin and her team also report on the frontiers of digital culture – from thoroughly wired classrooms to the training grounds for the military’s new “digital warriors.” Along the way, they begin to map the critical ways that technology is transforming us and what may be lost in the process.

Independent Lens: “Herskovits at the Heart of Blackness”
Sunday, February 7, 9-10pm on WGBH 44

Using photo-montage recreations, interviews, animation, original field footage and recordings, the film examines the forgotten legacy of Melville Herskovits. The controversial Jewish anthropologist’s writings in the 40s and 50s challenged widely-held assumptions about race and culture, by insisting we look at the world through each other’s lives and histories.

Scarred Justice: The Orangeburg Massacre 1968
Sunday, February 7, 10-11pm on WGBH 44

On February 8, 1968, eight seconds of police gunfire left three African-American students dying and 27 wounded on the campus of South Carolina State College at Orangeburg. The shooting capped off four days of student protests over the desegregation of the city’s only bowling alley. Often termed “the Kent State of the South,” and pre-dating it by two years, the shooting marked the first time in U.S.history that police opened fire on students. Through interviews and archival material, Scarred Justice examines the tumultuous events of that day from a variety of perspectives and follows the ongoing efforts to seek justice for the victims.

American Experience: “Bombing of Germany”
Monday, February 8, 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

American Experience examines the defining moments of the offensive that led the U.S. across a moral divide. On September 1, 1939 – the first day of World War II in Europe – President Franklin D. Roosevelt appealed to the warring nations to “under no circumstances undertake the bombardment from the air of civilian populations.” Just six years later, British and American Allied forces had carried out a bombing campaign of unprecedented might over Germany’s cities, claiming the lives of nearly 500,000 civilians. International Emmy Award and Peabody Award-winning producer Zvi Dor-Ner weaves together interviews with WWII pilots and historians, and stunning archival footage of the bombing and its aftermath.

Blueprint America: “Beyond the Motor City”
Monday, February 8, 10 -11pm on WGBH 2/HD

An investigation of American transportation infrastructure from the past to the future, using Detroit as the narrative base for exploring this national story. Detroit has grown, flourished and fallen in accordance with the infrastructure choices we have made as a nation and, in Detroit’s future, we can see a mirror of our national resolve. The expression “As GM goes, so goes the nation,” has eerie resonance when what was once the country’s largest company has gone bankrupt, but in the even larger realm of our national transportation infrastructure, it may well be that as Detroit goes, so goes our future.

Nova: “Extreme Cave Diving”
Tuesday, February 9, 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Nova presents “Extreme Cave Diving.” Follow the charismatic Dr. Kenny Broad as he dives into Blue Holes – underwater caves that formed during the last ice age when sea level was nearly 400 feet below what it is today. They are Earth’s least explored and perhaps most dangerous frontiers. With an interdisciplinary team of climatologists, paleontologists and anthropologists, Broad investigates the hidden history of Earth’s climate as revealed by finds in this spectacularly beautiful “alternate universe.”

Frontline: “Flying Cheap”
Tuesday, February 9, 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

One year after the deadliest domestic airline accident in seven years, Frontline investigates the crash of Continental 3407 in Buffalo, NY, and discovers a dramatically changed airline industry, where regional carriers now account for half of the nation’s daily departures. The rise of the regionals and arrival of low-cost carriers have been a huge boon to consumers, and the industry insists that the skies remain safe. But many insiders are worried that now, thirty years after airline deregulation, the aviation system is being stretched beyond its capacity to deliver service that is both cheap and safe.

Faces of America with Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Wednesdays, February 10-March 3, 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Looking beyond the black experience to the wider immigrant experience, Professor Gates unravels the American tapestry, following the threads of his guests’ lives back to their earliest origins around the globe. Along the way, the many stories he uncovers — of displacement and homecoming, of material success and dispossession, of assimilation and discrimination — illuminate the American experience. Professor Gates’ guests include professor and poet Elizabeth Alexander, who composed and read the poem at President Barack Obama’s inauguration, chef Mario Batali, comedian Stephen Colbert, novelist Louise Erdrich, writer Malcolm Gladwell, actress Eva Longoria, cellist Yo-Yo Ma, director Mike Nichols, Her Majesty Queen Noor, television host/heart surgeon Dr. Mehmet Oz, actress Meryl Streep, and figure skater Kristi Yamaguchi.
In Performance at the White House: “Music of the Civil Rights Era”
Thursday, February 12, 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

President and Mrs. Obama host a concert in the White House East Room in honor of Black History Month. Jennifer Hudson, John Legend, Seal, Smokey Robinson and the Blind Boys of Alabama perform.
Independent Lens: “P-Star Rising”
Sunday, February 14, 9-10:30pm on WGBH 44

At age nine, Priscilla, a precocious little girl, tells her single-father, Jesse, “I am going to become a rapper and fulfill your dreams of succeeding in the music business.” Moved by Priscilla’s, or P-Star’s, passion and impressed with her talent and charisma, he begins to teach her all he knows about rapping. Suddenly, this father-daughter duo goes from a one-bedroom shelter in Harlem to a four-bedroom apartment, from food stamps to shopping sprees, from rapping on street corners to sold-out night clubs. But in the efforts to make her dad proud, Priscilla struggles to remain a child and finds herself trapped in a world of people twice her size and four times her age and doesn’t know whom to trust. The ride has just begun.

For the Love of Liberty: The Story of America’s Black Patriot
Thursday, February 18 and 25, 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

An inspiring, definitive and unprecedented look at the largely untold history of African-American participation in America’s armed forces, from the earliest days of the Revolutionary War to the conflict in Afghanistan. Ten years in the making, the four-hour mini-series examines why, despite enormous injustice, these men and women fought so valiantly for freedoms they did not enjoy. Introduced by General Colin Powell and hosted by Academy Award-winning actress Halle Berry, the film uses letters, diaries, speeches, journalistic accounts, historical text and military records to document and acknowledge the profound sacrifices and largely ignored of African-American service men and women. The films also include dramatic readings by an all-star roster of actors, including Morgan Freeman, Mel Gibson, Bill Cosby, Susan Sarandon, Lou Gossett Jr., John Travolta, Ossie Davis, Robert Duvall, Danny Glover, Sam Elliot, Delroy Lindo, Isaac Hayes, John Goodman, Ice-T and many others. [part one of two]

Independent Lens: “Mine/Home”
Sunday, February 21, 9-10:30pm on WGBH 44

This is the poignant and powerful story of animals left behind during Katrina and of the struggles of hurricane victims to reunite with their beloved pets. A meditation on the essential bond between humans and animals, “Mine” is an equally compelling story of race and class – and the power of compassion – in contemporary America. By Geralyn Pezanoski. Documentary short “Home” mixes imagery from the filmmaker’s childhood home before and after Katrina.

Frontline/World
Tuesday, February 23, 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

PBS’s premier international newsmagazine returns with more “stories from a small planet”—fresh reports on the major world stories of the day, and surprising, intimate views of countries and cultures rarely seen on American television as told by a talented new generation of video journalists.

Masterpiece Classic: “39 Steps”
Sunday, February 28, 9-10:30pm on WGBH 2/HD

An adaptation of the popular John Buchan adventure novel originally popularized by Alfred Hitchcock, set on the eve of World War I. Filled with romance and humor, this 90-minute drama stars Masterpiece favorite Rupert Penry-Jones (“Persuasion”) as mining engineer Richard Hannay caught up in a conspiracy following the death of a British spy found in his apartment.

Independent Lens: “Behind the Rainbow”
Sunday, February 28, 9-10:30pm on WGBH 44

Over two tumultuous decades, South Africa has finally arrived on its own bumpy road to democracy. With the 2009 presidential election looming ahead as a historical turning point while the film was made, “Behind the Rainbow” is a previously untold account of the country’s political problems, struggles and realities.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station for News and Culture; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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