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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “Wyatt Earp”
Monday, January 25, 2010

9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on WGBH 2/HD

– Program Is Latest Installment in the Series’ Stable of Critically Acclaimed Wild West Biographies –

PBS’ AMERICAN EXPERIENCE premieres “Wyatt Earp,” the latest in its stable of critically acclaimed Wild West biographies. Previous entries include Annie Oakley (pbs.org/amex/oakley), Jesse James (pbs.org/amex/james), Buffalo Bill (pbs.org/amex/cody) and Kit Carson (pbs.org/amex/kitcarson). “Wyatt Earp,” airing Monday, January 25, 2010, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on WGBH 2/HD, features interviews with some of the best-known biographers and historians of the American West to present a fresh take on an old legend.  

“A lot of people feel strongly that Wyatt Earp was either hero or villain. The real story is a lot more interesting than that,” explains Rob Rapley, who wrote, directed and produced the film.

Wyatt Earp has been portrayed in countless movies and television shows by some of Hollywood’s greatest actors, including Henry Fonda, Jimmy Stewart and, more recently, Kevin Costner, but these popular fictions often belie the complexities and flaws of a man whose life is a lens on politics, justice and economic opportunity on the American frontier.  

As a young man, Earp was a caricature of the Western lawman, spending his days drinking in saloons, gambling and visiting brothels. He gained notoriety as the legendary gunman in the shootout at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, but shortly after his death in 1929, distressed Americans down on their luck transformed Earp into a folk hero.

“We think of him as the ultimate example of a man controlling his own destiny. Although there’s some truth to that, the fact is he spent almost all of his life being tossed around by the vast forces that were reshaping the West,” Rapley says.

“How the West was won is one of our greatest American narratives,” says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive producer Mark Samels. “In the tradition of “Annie Oakley,” “Buffalo Bill” and our other Western histories, “Wyatt Earp” examines an ordinary man’s role in that larger-than-life story, and how he became the legend that lives on today.” 

■ The AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Web site (pbs.org/amex) provides students, educators and lifelong learners with an ever-growing library of free and trusted American history resources. More than 1,650 features, including primary source documents, video clips, photographs, timelines and bibliographies, are indexed online and connected to dozens of standard U.S. history teaching topics. Each Web page serves as a permanent educational resource, complete with electronic teacher’s guides featuring lesson plans and discussion guidelines. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE’s popular Website for kids, “WayBack” (pbskids.org/wayback), offers engaging resources for pre-teen kids to learn about history. 

Don’t miss selected PBS programs streaming free online, the day after broadcast, on the PBS Video Portal (http://www.pbs.org/video/).

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “Wyatt Earp” will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 800-531-4727, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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