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WGBH January 2010 television program highlights

Independent Lens: “Scenes from a Parish”

Sunday, January 3 at 9-10:30pm on WGBH 44

In 2001, a young, Harvard-educated Catholic priest arrived at Saint Patrick Parish in the hard-pressed former mill town of Lawrence, Massachusetts. Father Paul O’Brien soon discovered that trying to foster an inclusive community amidst the ethnic tensions of this working-class, multicultural parish would not come easily. Older parishioners like Edna McGregor were resentful of a new generation of immigrants—people like the tattooed Elvys Guzman, a former gang-banger from Santo Domingo. Meanwhile, more idealistic parishioners like Peggy Oliveto were trying to reach out to those in need but faced cultural entanglements that grew more complicated with the passage of time. Filmed over four years, “Scenes from a Parish” explores the personal stories of a Catholic parish struggling to reconcile the ideals of faith with the cultural realities of globalization.

Antiques Roadshow 

Monday, January 4 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Antiques Roadshow’s 2010 season kicks off from Raleigh, North Carolina, amid a forest of giant “comic weathervanes,” where appraiser Ken Farmer talks about smaller examples of vintage whirligigs. Highlights include a 1920 Arts & Crafts desk and lamp — both of which light up; a rare circa 1960 Gibson Double 12 Electric Guitar; and a set of four Chinese Quianlong Period (1736-1795) carved jade objects whose auction estimate of $710,000 to $1,070,000 makes it the highest-value appraisal in Roadshow history.

This Emotional Life

Monday, January 4 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

Tuesday, January 5 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

Wednesday, January 6 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

This three-part series explores ways to improve social relationships, learn to cope with depression and anxiety and become more positive, resilient individuals. The series host, Harvard psychologist and best-selling author of Stumbling on Happiness, professor Daniel Gilbert, talks with experts about the latest science on what makes us “tick” and how we can find support for the emotional issues we all face. Each episode weaves the compelling personal stories of ordinary people and the latest scientific research, along with revealing comments from celebrities such as Chevy Chase, Larry David, Alanis Morissette, Robert Kennedy Jr. and Richard Gere.

Nova: “Killer Subs in Pearl Harbor”

Tuesday, January 5 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Nova dives beneath the waters of Pearl Harbor to trace provocative new clues to one of the most tragic events of World War II — the sinking of the USS Arizona. More than 1,000 crew members perished in the greatest single loss of life in United States naval history. For decades, it has been thought that a bomb dropped by a Japanese aircraft sank the Arizona. But the discovery of a group of Japanese midget subs in and around Pearl Harbor has raised questions about the battleship’s final hours. In this program, Nova’s team of expert investigators journeys to the seafloor to explore the wreckage of the most mysterious of these subs. Did this mini-sub and its two-person crew make it into Pearl Harbor and fire torpedoes at the Arizona? Nova pursues this puzzle with unprecedented access to the remains of the Arizona and other unique evidence, including aerial photos taken by Japanese aircraft and moving testimonials from U.S. and Japanese veterans. “Killer Subs in Pearl Harbor” is a gripping investigation of the possibility that these tiny but lethal mini-subs may have played a crucial and previously unsuspected part in the tragic events of that “Day of Infamy.”
The Human Spark 

Wednesdays, January 6, 13 and 20 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Uniquely human abilities — to think in symbols; recombine those symbols into infinite meanings; invent a technology to disseminate the message; ponder the past; speculate about the future; imagine the unknown; build cities; compose music — constitute the “human spark.” In this three-part series, host Alan Alda searches for the origin and nature of this spark.

Nature presents “Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air”

Sunday, January 10 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Hummingbirds represent one of nature's most interesting paradoxes -- they are the tiniest of birds, yet they qualify as some of the toughest and most energetic creatures on the planet. Stunningly beautiful footage of hummingbirds in the wild combined with high-tech presentation of their remarkable abilities help us to understand the world of hummingbirds as we never have before.
Masterpiece Classic: “Return to Cranford”

Sunday, January 10 (Part one) and 17 (Part two) at 9-10:30pm on WGBH 2/HD

Dame Judi Dench returns in the sequel to the Emmy-nominated “Cranford” mini-series, based on the novels of Elizabeth Gaskell. Imelda Staunton, Francesca Annis and Julia McKenzie rejoin the cast in the acclaimed story of everyday life in a small Cheshire market town.

American Masters presents “Sam Cooke: Crossing Over”

Monday, January 11 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

Before Otis Redding, before Motown, before Aretha Franklin became the Queen of Soul, Sam Cooke put the spirit of the black church into popular music, creating a new American sound. He had a silky voice and good looks; he was charming and brazen. Doors opened for him, bringing his unique gospel — “Good News,” “Wonderful World,” “You Send Me,” “Change Is Gonna Come” and more. Danny Glover narrates.
Nova: “Building Pharaoh’s Ship”

Tuesday, January 12 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

A magnificent trading vessel embarks on a royal expedition to a mysterious, treasure-laden land called Punt. Is this journey, intricately depicted on the wall of one of Egypt’s most impressive temples, mere myth -- or was it a reality? Nova travels to the legendary temple, built some 3,500 years ago for the celebrated female pharaoh Hatshepsut, in search of answers to this tantalizing archeological mystery. Did Punt exist and, if so, where was it? Did the ancient Egyptians, who built elaborate barges to sail down the Nile, also have the expertise to embark on a long sea voyage? Nova follows a team of archeologists and boat builders as they reconstruct the mighty vessel shown on the mysterious carving, and then finally launch it in to the Red Sea on a unique voyage of discovery.

Independent Lens: “Young@Heart”

Sunday, January 10 at 9-11pm on WGBH 44
Prepare to be surprised, delighted and entertained by the inspiring members of the Young@Heart Chorus, a New England senior citizens chorus that has delighted audiences worldwide with their renditions of songs by everyone from The Clash to Coldplay. As Stephen Walker’s critically acclaimed documentary begins, the retirees, led by their demanding musical director, are rehearsing their new show, struggling with Sonic Youth’s dissonant rock anthem “Schizophrenia” and giving new meaning to James Brown’s “I Feel Good.” What ultimately emerges is a funny and unexpectedly moving testament to friendship, creative inspiration and expectations defied.
Great Performances: “Passing Strange”

Wednesday, January 13 at 9-11:30pm on WGBH 2/HD

This is the exuberant, frequently hilarious and ultimately moving story of a young African-American man on a journey of escape, exploration and self-discovery. Recorded for television by Spike Lee, “Passing Strange” is the semi-autobiographical story of a young man who leaves behind his middle-class, church-ruled upbringing in mid-70s Los Angeles to travel to Europe in search of his artistic and personal identity. Co-starring with Stew Rodewald is a talented ensemble cast featuring Daniel Breaker, de’Adre Aziza, Eisa Davis, Colman Domingo, Chad Goodridge and Rebecca Naomi Jones.
Nature presents: “Clash: Encounters with Bears and Wolves”

Sunday, January 17 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

What happens when two great predators come face to face in Yellowstone?  The grizzly and the wolf – they couldn’t be more different. The bear is a loner, ranging far and wide in search of a rich variety of resources. The wolf hunts to survive and finds strength in speed and teamwork. In this program, their strategies have taken them to the top of Yellowstone, and it’s no simple matter when they meet. In every encounter, the opposition must be measured, strengths must be tested, and risks must be carefully weighed. Each time, one of them will have a tactical advantage – but which one, and when? What emerges as each remarkable scene unfolds, is the keen awareness that runs through all of Yellowstone. Elk and eagle, coyote and raven, otter and owl, every creature must assess, decide, and act – to fight or to flee?

Vajra Sky: Over Tibet

Sunday, January 17 at 9-10:30pm on WGBH 44

A cinematic pilgrimage bearing witness to the indomitable faith of Tibet’s endangered Buddhist community and the imminent threat to its very survival. With unprecedented access to many legendary venues, this is one of the rare documentaries to be filmed entirely inside of Tibet. The film has received the blessing and endorsement of The Dalai Lama.

Mustang: Journey of Transformation

Sunday, January 17 at 10:30-11pm on WGBH 44

Lost in time, the Himalayan Kingdom of Mustang is one of the last sanctuaries of authentic Tibetan Buddhist culture. Long isolated by geography and politics, the people struggle to survive; the center of their culture, the 15th-century monasteries and the art within, are dangerously close to collapse. Featuring His Holiness the Dalai Lama, the Raja of Mustang and chief art conservator Luigi Fieni, this program tells the compelling story of efforts to rescue this ancient place from the brink of extinction and help spark a cultural renaissance. Richard Gere narrates.

American Experience presents “Influenza: 1918”

Monday, January 18 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

In the spring and summer of 1918, a new flu outbreak, dubbed “Spanish Influenza,” moved with soldiers from the European battlefields of World War I to the homefront. By September, the flu began to exact a toll on the civilian population; in the month of October alone, 195,000 Americans died of the disease. In total, more than 500,000 Americans succumbed to the flu that year, more than all the combat casualties in all the wars of the 20th century. Globally, the death toll has been estimated at anywhere between 20 and 40 million people. Linda Hunt narrates. (encore)

A Ripple of Hope

Monday, January 18 at 10-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

On the night of Dr. Martin Luther King's murder in 1968, Robert F. Kennedy was scheduled to make an appearance in an African-American neighborhood as part of his run for the Democratic nomination. Upon hearing the tragic news, Kennedy was forced to make a crucial decision: Should he venture into the heart of the Indianapolis inner city and talk to a potentially volatile crowd gathered in a park? What could he say that would assuage their grief? Should he defy the city officials who ordered him to stay away? A Ripple of Hope tells the dramatic story of that night, and how by keeping his promise to speak in Indianapolis, Kennedy was able to help Indianapolis avert the violence that swept the rest of the country, making a profound statement about American race relations.

Nova: “Riddles of the Sphinx”

Tuesday, January 19 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

For 45 centuries, the Great Sphinx has cast its enigmatic gaze over Egypt’s Giza plateau. The biggest and oldest statue in a land of colossal ancient monuments, its scale is staggering: the mighty head towers as tall as the White House, while its body is nearly the length of a football field. This strange half-human, half-lion image has inspired countless fantastic theories about its origins. How was it built, and who or what does it represent? Surprisingly, the scribes of the period when it was built — during Egypt’s Old Kingdom — passed over it in silence. Adding to the mystery, archeologists found that its creators abruptly discarded their tools and abandoned the structure when it was nearly complete. Searching for clues, Nova’s expert team of archeologists, including Mark Lehner (director, Ancient Egypt Research Associates), carries out eye-opening experiments that reveal the techniques and incredible labor invested in the carving of this gigantic sculpture. The team also unearths new discoveries about the people who built the Sphinx and why they created such a haunting and stupendous image.

Frontline: “The Dancing Boys of Afghanistan”

Tuesday, January 19 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

In Afghanistan today, in the midst of war and endemic poverty, an ancient tradition — banned when the Taliban were in power — has re-emerged across the country: Many hundreds of boys, often as young as ten, are being lured off the streets on the promise of a new life, many unaware that their real fate is to be used for entertainment and sex. They’re the “Bacha Bereesh,” literally “beardless boys,” chosen for their height, size and beauty, trained to sing and dance for male audiences, and then traded for sexual favors among former warlords and powerful businessmen. With remarkable access inside a sexual exploitation ring operating in Northern Afghanistan, Najibullah Quraishi, an Afghan journalist, investigates this illegal practice, talking with the boys and their masters and documenting how the Afghan authorities responsible for stopping these crimes are sometimes themselves complicit in the practice.

Great Performances presents “At the Met: The Audition”

Wednesday, January 20 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

It’s a kind of “Opera Idol,” as “The Audition” looks at the intense pressures young opera singers face as they struggle to succeed in one of the most difficult professions in the performing arts. Directed by award-winning filmmaker Susan Froemke, the feature-length documentary takes viewers behind the scenes at the Metropolitan Opera’s National Council Auditions, where each year thousands of hopefuls compete for a cash prize, the chance to sing on the Met stage and the opportunity to launch a major operatic career. The film covers the dramatic week leading up to the finals of the 2007 auditions, focusing on three tenor contestants: Michael Fabiano, a fiery 22-year-old grappling with his inner demons; Alek Shrader, a 25-year-old who attempts to sing nine high Cs in the fiendishly difficult aria that made Pavarotti a star; and Ryan Smith, who at age 30 and with little formal training, is pursuing his dream of an operatic career. “The Audition” is both a suspenseful competition narrative and a revealing backstage look at what it takes to make it as an opera singer.
Masterpiece Classic: “Emma”

Sunday, January 24 (Part one) at 9-11pm (repeats at 11pm) on WGBH 2/HD

Sunday, January 31 (Part two) at 9-10pm (repeats at 10pm) on WGBH 2/HD

Sunday, February 7 (Part three) at 9-10pm (repeats at 10pm) on WGBH 2/HD

A fiercely funny four-hour adaptation of Jane Austen’s delightful love story stars Romola Garai (Atonement ) as a young woman whose attempts to play Cupid go disastrously awry. Rich, beautiful and hopelessly self-deluded, Emma Woodhouse can’t help meddling in the romantic life of others while neglecting her own. Jonny Lee Miller (“Endgame,” “Eli Stone”) stars as Emma’s stalwart friend, Mr. Knightley, with Michael Gambon (“Cranford,” Harry Potter ) as her doom-obsessed father.

American Experience: “Wyatt Earp”

Monday, January 25 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

He has been portrayed in countless movies and television shows by some of Hollywood’s greatest actors, including Henry Fonda, Jimmy Stewart and, more recently, Kevin Costner, but these popular fictions belie the complexities and flaws of a man whose life is a lens on politics, justice and economic opportunity on the American frontier. As a young man, Wyatt Earp was a caricature of the Western lawman, spending his days drinking in saloons, gambling, visiting brothels and gaining notoriety as the legendary gunman in the shootout at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Arizona. Shortly after his death in 1929, distressed Americans down on their luck transformed Wyatt Earp into a folk hero: a central figure in the American narrative of how the west was won, a man who took control of his own destiny.

Sound Tracks: “Music without Borders”
Monday, January 25 at 10-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

Join host Marco Werman, of WGBH Radio’s The World, and the Sound Tracks reporting team as they travel deep into the heart of international music. Meet the living legacy of superstar Afrobeat creator Fela Kuti and his son Seun. Examine the raging popularity of Vladimir Putin's sexy propaganda song. Find out if music can help the creators of the movie Borat make amends with the insulted people of Kazakhstan, and capture the mood of a cozy Portuguese bar with Fado diva Mariza. With performances and interviews, this program, a pilot for a potential new series, journeys across the globe on waves of incredible sound.
Frontline: “The Fall of Lehman”

Tuesday, January 26 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

In the beginning, well before the bank failure that sent the country into full-scale financial meltdown in the fall of 2008, there were warning signs at Lehman Brothers that went unheeded. Frontline traces the largest bankruptcy in history back to the late1990s when the venerable Lehman Brothers bank decided to do business with a dubious mortgage lender being sued for fraud. Through insider interviews, internal documents, and exclusive video, Frontline reveals how Lehman Brothers ignored warnings from its own traders as the company entered into mortgage and real estate business, and how this played out disastrously for Lehman Brothers and the country. The film also follows a group of middle-class families in Marin County, California, fighting foreclosures in the aftermath of Lehman’s failure.

Tavis Smiley Reports: “One on One with Hillary Clinton”

Wednesday, January 27 at 8–9pm on WGBH 2/HD 

The Tavis Smiley Report, the first of four quarterly primetime specials, profiles newsmakers and takes an in-depth look at topical issues. The premiere features Smiley on the road with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton as they discuss her first year as America’s chief diplomat. Smiley is granted exclusive access to a state department diplomatic mission to the Middle East.

About WGBH
WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station; 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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