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WGBH’s High School Quiz Show announces participating school teams

Twenty schools from eastern Massachusetts have been chosen to compete on High School Quiz Show, the new weekly series debuting on WGBH on March 22, 2010. The competition will culminate in a statewide playoff for the championship, as four teams from WGBY’s academic game program, As Schools Match Wits, arrive in WGBH’s studios to compete with High School Quiz Show’s four top qualifying teams.

The producers of High School Quiz Show selected schools with consideration given to location, size, diversity, and the commitment of a team coach. More than 70 schools from eastern Massachusetts applied to participate in the first season of High School Quiz Show, and based on WGBH’s criteria, the selection was narrowed to 20.

“To make it fair – and fun – we wanted a complete representation of schools in Massachusetts,” said High School Quiz Show producer Hillary Wells. “The participating schools range from large to small in size, from urban to suburban, from charter schools to public. The initial match-ups between the schools will be chosen randomly, with team names pulled from a hat.”

The competing high school teams and their enthusiastic supporters will gather at WGBH’s Brighton studios over the course of three days – January 30, 31 and February 6 – for 10 qualifying rounds, as a live studio audience of families, fellow students, and community members cheer on their hometown teams from the sidelines.

On May 1 and 2, the top four qualifying teams from High School Quiz Show will meet at WGBH to tape the state quarterfinals, semifinals and championship with four teams from As Schools Match Wits, the long-running series produced and broadcast by sister station WGBY in association with Westfield State College. The state finals and championship will be broadcast in June on WGBH and WGBY.

Quiz questions for the teams will correlate with the core Massachusetts high school curriculum, including literature, history, and science, together with current events, sports, entertainment, and general knowledge. High School Quiz Show is endorsed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Teams for High School Quiz Show’s 2010 season: Amesbury High School; Boston Collegiate Charter School, Dorchester; Brighton High School; The Bromfield School, Harvard; Dighton–Rehoboth Regional High School; Everett High School; Framingham High School; Hingham High School; Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School; Lynn English High School; Methuen High School; Minuteman Career & Technical High School, Lexington; Nipmuc Regional High School, Upton; Oakmont Regional High School, Ashburnham; Randolph High School; Revere High School; Quincy High School; Shepherd Hill Regional High School, Dudley; Sturgis Charter Public School, Hyannis; and University Park Campus School, Worcester.

Two alternate schools were chosen as potential substitutes: Acton-Boxborough Regional High School; and Wachusett Regional High School.

Major production support for High School Quiz Show is provided by the University of Massachusetts. Research, development and production funding generously provided by the Bank of America Charitable Foundation. Additional funding is provided by Comcast, Massachusetts Teachers Association and New England Aquarium.
Follow High School Quiz Show on Twitter at www.twitter.com/HS_QuizShow and become a fan on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/High-School-Quiz-Show/150028153208?ref=ts.
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