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WGBH December 2009 television program highlights

Pledge programming airs December 1-13 and December 26-31

Great Performances At the Met: “Tosca”
Wednesday, December 16 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD
Great Performances At the Met opens its fourth broadcast season with a new production of Puccini’s Tosca, staged by Luc Bondy in his Met debut, and starring Karita Mattila in her first Met performance of the title role. The cast includes Joseph Colaneri, Marcelo Álvarez, George Gagnidze and Paul Plishka. James Levine conducts. Sets are by Richard Peduzzi, with costumes by Milena Canonero and lighting by Max Keller.
Anatomy of a Pandemic
Thursday, December 17 at 10-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

This program presents an examination of the overarching human dimension of a pandemic’s impact on modern society and the science and history of these health crises, in response to the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus pandemic. Ray Suarez, senior correspondent for PBS NewsHour, will report from the front lines of the effort to combat this outbreak; the program will contextualize the current outbreak with pandemics of the past, including the 1918 influenza pandemic that caused between 50 and 100 million deaths worldwide.

Masterpiece Mystery!: “Bleak House” (encore)
Sunday, December 20 at 12-8pm on WGBH 2/HD

Acclaimed writer Andrew Davies turns his talents to one of Charles Dickens' most brilliant novels, arguably the greatest ever depiction of Victorian London – from its splendid heights to its most wretched depths. Honored with a Peabody award and ten Emmy nominations, “Bleak House” features some of the most famous plot twists in literary history, including a case of human spontaneous combustion and an infamous inheritance dispute that is tied up for generations in the dysfunctional English courts.
Masterpiece Classic: “Crawford” (encore)

Sunday, December 20 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

This three-part miniseries, starring Judi Dench and Emmy-winner Eileen Atkins, is based on Elizabeth Gaskell’s witty and poignant novels about a village on the cusp of change.
Independent Lens: “Between the Folds”

Sunday, December 20 at 9-10pm on WGBH 44

Think origami is just paper planes and cranes? A determined group of theoretical scientists and fine artists has abandoned careers and scoffed at graduate degrees to forge new lives as modern-day paper folders. Together they reinterpret the world in paper, creating a wild mix of sensibilities towards art, science, creativity and meaning.

Augustus Saint-Gardens: Master of American Sculpture
Monday, December 21 at 10-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

This feature documentary traces the life and work of American sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907) from his birth in Dublin, Ireland, to his work in New York City and Paris to his death in Cornish, New Hampshire. Trained in Paris and Rome, Saint-Gaudens is considered America’s premier sculptor of the 19th and early 20th centuries. During a career that spanned three decades, Saint-Gaudens created nearly 150 works of art, including a number of major public monuments to heroes of the Civil War. The story of his personal life is woven around in-depth studies of five of his major works of art, including the contemplative Standing Lincoln in Lincoln Park, Chicago; the moving Shaw Memorial on Boston Common; the powerful Sherman Monument in Central Park; the serene Diana in the Philadelphia Museum of Art; and the stirring Adams Memorial in Washington, DC.
The National Christmas Tree Lighting 2009

Wednesday, December 23 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Celebrating its 86th year, the Lighting of the National Christmas Tree signals the start of the holiday season across the country. Taped at President's Park in Washington, D.C., the 60-minute special will include appearances and performances by some of the most  recognizable names in entertainment. The evening’s festivities will be capped off with the ceremonial lighting of the National Christmas Tree – by a very special guest!

Great Performances: “La Boheme – The Movie”

Wednesday, December 23 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

Giacomo Puccini’s enduring 1896 blockbuster now makes its way to the big screen in a lushly atmospheric movie adaptation directed by Robert Dornhelm. The operatic “dream couple” — sensational Russian soprano Anna Netrebko and dashing Mexican tenor Rolando Villazón — reunite as the doomed lovers Mimi and Rodolfo, joined by George von Bergen (vocals by Boaz Daniel) as Marcello, Adrian Eröd as Schaunard, Vitalij Kowaljow as Colline, Tiziano Bracci as Benoit and Nicole Cabell as Musetta.

L.A. Holiday Celebration 2009

Thursday, December 24 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

This program is a highlight version of the six-hour Los Angeles County Holiday Celebration that took place in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion of the Music Center on Christmas Eve 2008. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has sponsored an admission-free holiday-themed show as a gift to the people of the county every December 24 since 1960. Attendance has become a seasonal tradition for many Angelenos. The 1,000-1,500 performers participating in the show each year represent the many cultures and holiday traditions found in the county.
Christmas with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir Featuring Brian Stokes Mitchell
Thursday, December 24 at 9-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

Tony Award-winner Brian Stokes Mitchell joins the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra at Temple Square in a magnificent Christmas celebration featuring some of the season’s most beloved songs. Dubbed “The Last Leading Man” by The New York Times , Mitchell has enjoyed a rich and varied career on Broadway and television and in film, along with appearances in the great American concert halls. His musical versatility has kept him in demand by some of the country’s finest conductors and orchestras. He headlined the Carnegie Hall concert presentation of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s South Pacific with Reba McEntire, which aired on PBS in spring 2006. This program also features a reading of “The Christmas Story” by actor Ed Herrmann.
Christmas at Belmont

Thursday, December 24 at 10-11pm on WGBH 2/HD

Three-time Grammy Award winner and Belmont University alumna Trisha Yearwood hosts a holiday program of traditional carols, classical masterworks, world music and light-hearted seasonal favorites. More than 400 student voices join Yearwood, the Belmont School of Music faculty and the Nashville Children’s Choir to present this annual production, taped at the Schermerhorn Symphony Center in Nashville, Tennessee. Among others, the program will feature Phoenix, Belmont University’s 10-voice pop, R&B, rock and alternative ensemble; Session, a female a cappella ensemble; Jazzmin, a 12-voice blues, swing, bebop and contemporary jazz group; and the Women’s Choir.

Arthur “Arthur’s Perfect Christmas”

Friday, December 25 at 7am and 2pm on WGBH 2/HD

Everyone’s favorite aardvark gives kids a new spin on seasonal traditions in his first one- hour prime time special, showing children many ways to celebrate “the holidays.” Plans are underway in Elwood City for the best holidays ever as Arthur, D.W., their family and friends make preparations for perfect gifts, perfect parties and perfect family traditions for Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and even "Baxter Day" (Buster and his mom's special  celebration). The only problem is, just like in real life, perfection is hard to attain and things start to fall apart.

Curious George: “A Very Monkey Christmas”

Friday, December 25 at 8am and 3pm on WGBH 2/HD

A Very Monkey Christmas marks George’s first foray into the world of holiday-themed programming, and is bound to become a holiday tradition for kids from one to 92! Peppered with classic Christmas carols, A Very Monkey Christmas also features three  original songs —“Are You Ready?”, “Something As Special as You”, and “Christmas Monkey.”
French Chef Marathon
Friday, December 25 at 1-5pm and 8-11pm on WGBH 44

Saturday, December 26 at 12-8pm on WGBH 2/HD

American Masters: “The Real Louisa May Alcott”
Monday, December 28 at 9-10:30pm on WGBH 2/HD

Louisa May Alcott, the author of Little Women, is an almost universally recognized name.  Her reputation as a morally upstanding New England spinster, reflecting the conventional propriety of mid-19th century Concord, is firmly established. Raised among reformers, iconoclasts and Transcendentalists, the intellectual protégé of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, Alcott was actually a free thinker, with democratic ideals and progressive values about women – a worldly careerist of sorts.  Most surprising is that Alcott led, anonymously and under the pseudonym A.M. Barnard, a literary double life not discovered until the 1940s. As Barnard, Alcott penned some thirty pulp fiction thrillers, with characters running the gamut from murderers and revolutionaries to cross-dressers and opium addicts – a far cry from her better-known works featuring fatherly mentors, courageous mothers and impish children.
Nova: “What Darwin Never Knew”
Tuesday, December 29 at 8-10pm on WGBH 2/HD

Earth teems with a staggering variety of animals, including 9,000 kinds of birds, 28,000 types of fish and more than 350,000 species of beetles alone. What explains this explosion of living creatures – 1.4 million different species discovered so far, with perhaps another 50 million more to go? The source of life’s endless forms was a profound mystery until Charles Darwin’s revolutionary idea of natural selection, which he showed could help explain the gradual development of life on earth. But Darwin’s radical  insights raised as many questions as they answered. What actually drives evolution and turns one species into another? And how did we evolve?

A Girl’s Life
Wednesday, December 30 at 8-9pm on WGBH 2/HD

Girls entering adulthood in the next decade will see more opportunities than today’s women ever imagined. Will these girls stride confidently through newly opened doors or are they destined to be stunted by societal messages that tell them females should be constantly agreeable, impossibly thin and sexy above all else? Author and educator Rachel Simmons examines the challenges facing young women as they surf the waves of 21st-century adolescence. Simmons interviews parents, psychologists, teachers and social workers who are helping nurture girls into capable, resilient adults. She also talks with four girls who tell their own deeply personal tales of dealing with issues like cyber-bullying, body image and violence. With courage and determination, these girls reveal their hopes and dreams for a powerful future.
P.O.V. “Patti Smith: Dream of Life”
Wednesday, December 30 at 9-11pm on WGBH 2/HD (sneak preview Sunday, December 27 at 9pm on WGBH 44)

Shot over 11 years by renowned fashion photographer Steven Sebring, this documentary               is an intimate portrait of the legendary rocker, poet and artist. Following Smith’s personal reflections over a decade, the film explores her many art forms and the friends and poets who inspired her –- William Burroughs, Allen Ginsberg, Bob Dylan, Robert Mapplethorpe and Michael Stipe. She emerges as a crucial, contemporary link between the Beats, punks and today’s music. Shot in lush, dark tones, featuring rare performance clips and narrated by the artist herself, “Patti Smith: Dream of Life” is an impressionistic journal of a multi-faceted artist that underscores her unique place in American culture. The film is the winner of the 2008 Sundance Film Festival Excellence in Cinematography Award: Documentary.

Live From Lincoln Center: “New York Philharmonic New Year’s Eve: Hampson, Gershwin, Copland & Broadway”

Thursday, December 31 at 8-10:30pm on WGBH 2/HD
The New York Philharmonic’s New Year’s Eve gala, with new music director Alan Gilbert and baritone Thomas Hampson, celebrates all-American music from Gershwin, Copland and Broadway. This glamorous evening features Gershwin’s beloved “An American in Paris,” Copland’s “Appalachian Spring Suite” and “Old American Songs,” as well as selections from various Broadway musicals.

Globe Trekker

Thursday, December 31 at 1-5pm and 8-11pm WGBH 44
WGBH presents a stack of eight episodes of the ultimate adventure travel guide.
About WGBH
WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such award-winning PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George, and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH’s television channels include WGBH 2/HD and 44, and digital channels World and Create. Local TV productions that focus on the region’s diverse community include Greater Boston, Basic Black, and María Hinojosa: One-on-One. WGBH Radio serves listeners from Cape Cod to New Hampshire with WGBH 89.7, Boston’s NPR Station; WCRB 99.5 All Classical; WCAI for the Cape and Islands; WNCK on Nantucket; and the All-Classical WGBH HD channel. WGBH also produces the national radio news program The World. WGBH is a leading producer of online content and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. Find more information at www.wgbh.org.
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