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WGBH, WGBY to Launch Massachusetts Edition of Teachers’ Domain

 Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

to Offer Free Standards-based Digital Media Resources to Educators

Boston, MA – WGBH Boston and WGBY Springfield today announced that Teachers’ Domain, the public broadcasters’ free online media library of classroom-ready digital resources for teachers and students, is partnering with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to launch Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain. This edition of Teachers’ Domain will align all its media resources for PreK-12 educators and students to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. The goal of Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain is to give Massachusetts educators direct access to digital resources related to concepts and skills in the Frameworks to help galvanize classroom learning.

Today’s launch of Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain is the first step in a multi-year partnership between WGBH, WGBY, and the Massachusetts DESE to make the service increasingly useful to Massachusetts educators, students, and parents. Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain currently offers more than 2,200 free, classroom-ready media resources from the best in public television, including video and audio segments, interactives, student activities, and lesson plans for teachers.  Over the next two years, all resources will line up with Massachusetts educational standards.  Also in the works: adding Frameworks as they are adopted by the Massachusetts DESE, and implementing a single sign-on to Teachers’ Domain for educators using MassONE, the department’s current online portal for educators. 

"Public television has produced some extraordinary content, and bringing those multi-media components into the classroom will help bring much of the content to life for our students," said Education Commissioner Mitchell D. Chester. "We are fortunate to have a media giant like WGBH in our backyard, and I am pleased to be able to partner with them to offer these valuable resources to our educators." 


Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain is offered free to anyone who registers (www.teachersdomain.org). The national edition of Teachers’ Domain is currently available to more than 400,000 registered users in 187 countries around the world.  Only users signed in with an account registered in Massachusetts will be able to access this state’s specific edition.  

“We are thrilled to partner with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to customize Teachers’ Domain to meet the needs of Massachusetts teachers,” says Jon Abbott, WGBH’s President and CEO. “This collaboration allows us to better serve our constituents and gives teachers access to award-winning media resources from Teachers’ Domain to meet students’ diverse learning styles and educational requirements.”  

-more-
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Massachusetts Teachers’ Domain follows in the footsteps of VITAL New York—a New York state-specific edition of Teachers’ Domain aligned to the state’s core curriculum—launched in 2008 in collaboration with WNET Thirteen in New York.

This partnership with the Massachusetts DESE also enhances opportunities for educators to take advantage of professional development courses and training workshops offered by WGBH, WGBY, and PBS TeacherLine. Teachers’ Domain currently offers K-12 science educators courses in Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth and Space Science, with a new Biotechnology course launching Fall 2010.

About Teachers’ Domain

Teachers' Domain is a digital library of more than 2,200 free media resources and fee-based professional development courses for teachers developed by Boston public television station WGBH. Classroom resources support state and national standards, and draw from the best in public broadcasting.  Teachers’ Domain sources include public television stations such as WNET/Thirteen, WPSU, KQED, government agencies, museums, libraries, academic institutions, and award-winning WGBH programs that range from Africans in America to Zoom. With over 413,000 registered users in 187 countries around the world, Teachers' Domain strives to strengthen teacher knowledge by providing innovative teaching methods that inspire students to learn. Teachers' Domain is a Pathways portal to the National Science Digital Library (NSDL). Access Teachers' Domain resources and course information at www.teachersdomain.org.

About WGBH                     






  WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such celebrated national PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George and more than a dozen other award-winning primetime, lifestyle and children’s series. Boston’s last remaining independent TV station, WGBH produces local TV productions (among them, Greater Boston, Basic Black and María Hinojosa: One-on-One) that focus on the region’s diverse community, while WGBH 89.7 FM is Boston’s NPR Arts & Culture station, offering a rich menu of classical, jazz, blues, news programming and more. WGBH is the leading producer of online content for pbs.org—one of the most-visited dot-org sites on the Internet—a major producer for public radio and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. For its efforts, WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors, including Oscars, Emmys, Peabodys and duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards. Visit WGBH on the Web at www.wgbh.org.
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