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WGBH’S EMILY ROONEY TO RECEIVE 3RD ANNUAL JOHN KLESHINSKI PRIZE
Boston, MA – Citywide supporters of arts and culture will gather at four-star Hamersley's Bistro in the South End on Sunday, October 25 at 1:00 p.m. to celebrate award-winning journalist and talk show host, Emily Rooney.  Ms. Rooney will receive the 3rd Annual John Kleshinski Prize from Community Music Center of Boston. 

Emily Rooney is widely recognized as the host, executive editor and creator of WGBH's shows, Greater Boston and Beat the Press.  Since Greater Boston’s launch in 1997, Emily has brought her journalistic credentials and deep knowledge of media, politics, and culture to the program and has earned numerous awards, including the National Press Club's prestigious Arthur Rowse Award for Press Criticism, Edward R. Murrow Award, Peabody awards, a series of New England Emmy Awards, and Associated Press recognition for Best News/Talk Show.  She was recently inducted into the Massachusetts Broadcasters Hall of Fame, which honors the Bay State’s legends of radio and television.  Emily’s experience also includes serving as director of political coverage and special events at Fox Network, executive producer of ABC World News Tonight with Peter Jennings, and more than 20 years of leadership at WCVB-TV in Boston. She is the daughter of noted CBS 60 Minutes correspondent and humorist Andy Rooney, and holds honorary doctorates from the UMASS-Boston and Westfield State College.

Now celebrating its 100th anniversary, Community Music Center of Boston (“the Music Center”) is a nationally-recognized, accredited non-profit music school in the heart of Boston’s hip and historic South End, with a demonstrated commitment to providing excellent music instruction to individuals and groups of all ages and abilities, transforming lives citywide.  The Music Center holds a rich legacy of reaching underserved populations, supporting lifelong learning and innovative community collaborations.  The school serves more than 5,500 children and adults each week in an 8,000 square foot facility in the Boston Center for the Arts complex, and through outreach to more than 40 community sites.  Since 1978, the Music Center has been the largest and longest-running provider of external arts education in the Boston Public Schools.  Core Music Center programs include private and group lessons in wide-ranging instruments and musical genres; performing ensembles for children and adults; music therapy for special needs populations; intensive music training for conservatory and university-level study; free community concerts, an annual Young Composers Festival, and more.  In commemoration of its milestone 100th anniversary, the Music Center will provide 100 free concerts in diverse communities throughout the city as well as a historical exhibit at the Boston Public Library’s Copley Square branch in 2010.  

John Kleshinski, for whom the award and is named, was a major supporter of the Music Center, and its Board President from 2004 until his sudden death at age 55 in November 29, 2006. His best friend of 30 years, Ohio-based U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, gave a universal, bipartisan tribute to John on the floor of the House of Representatives before becoming junior senator in January 2007.  Writes Senator Brown, "John was not just a champion of social and economic justice, he was a hero to so many. A successful businessman, John […] felt his formidable professional accomplishments bestowed upon him a responsibility to give back to his community, to fight for justice for the weakest among us. A man who took up piano in his late forties, he had his first recital and 50 and became President of Community Music Center of Boston, and established scholarships for underprivileged children to study music. […] But more important than the generosity of his time and money was his generosity of spirit. He was a man who found joy in the triumph of others, and in doing so he led by example, showing us all the best we can be when we commit ourselves, neighbor to neighbor, Democrat to Republican." 

Kurt Cerulli wears many Music Center hats, serving as Board member and Treasurer, active parent, and piano student.  Having known Emily for years, he states: “Our friend John Kleshinski’s memory is honored by Emily Rooney receiving this year's award.  Much like John, her professionalism and driving intellect are infused with a great concern for what is best for the city of Boston, and a deep compassion for its people.”


The 3rd Annual John Kleshinski Luncheon will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 25 at Hamersley's Bistro at 553 Tremont Street in Boston's South End, sponsored by Cerulli Associates and Haddad Hakansson.  Tickets are $100 each and can be purchased at www.cmcb.org.  All proceeds benefit the John Kleshinski Concert Series, which provides exceptional music performances by Music Center faculty, new composers and artists free of cost in an intimate, family-friendly community setting.  A 2009 concert schedule can be found at www.cmcb.org/events.  

For more information on Community Music Center of Boston and the John Kleshinski Memorial Luncheon, contact Claudia Haydon, Director of Development and Marketing at 617-482-7494 or visit www.cmcb.org; on Greater Boston Arts, visit www.wgbh.org.
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