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WGBH presents When a Child Knows Someone with Cancer: Helping Young Children Cope with the Cancer Diagnosis of a Loved One

Special screening of the “The Great MacGrady,” a new episode from the children’s program Arthur, followed by an expert panel discussion at WGBH’s Brighton Studios

Watch a trailer of this half-hour special on cancer and survivorship that features a guest appearance by Lance Armstrong: wgbh.org/greatmacgrady
WHAT:
WGBH hosts a special screening and discussion of “The Great MacGrady” with experts in the field of pediatric health and education. Parents, caregivers, school guidance counselors, nurses, teachers, principals, and health educators invited to special event that helps families and school staff communicate with children about cancer. Attendees will receive new educational tools, including When Someone You Know Has Cancer, an activity booklet for families, and K-2 classroom lesson plans developed in partnership with LIVESTRONG at School, a program of the Lance Armstrong Foundation.

PANELISTS:
Dr. Johnye Ballenger, pediatrician, Cambridge, MA



Jill Charney, MSW, School Adjustment Counselor, Winter Hill Community



School, Somerville, MA



Devon McGoldrick, MPH, Education and Program Development, Project



Manager, Lance Armstrong Foundation



Mark Springer, M.Ed., Principal Mason-Rice Elementary School, Newton,


MA. Mark is a cancer survivor and appears in the live-action segment of


“The Great MacGrady.”



Dr. Susan Swick, Director of the PACT (Parenting at a Challenging Time)



Program at the Newton Wellesley Hospital’s Vernon Cancer Center, and



Attending Psychiatrist in the Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry



at Massachusetts General Hospital.

MODERATOR: 
Paula Rauch, MD, director of the Child Psychiatry Consultation Service to

Pediatrics at Massachusetts General Hospital, and the founding director of

the PACT Program.

WHEN:
Sunday, October 18, 2-3:30pm

This event is free and open to guests over the age of 16, but RSVP is required. 
Visit wgbh.org/arthurscreening to reserve your seat.
WHERE: WGBH’s Yawkey Theater, Brighton, MA

MORE INFO: “The Great MacGrady” premieres on Monday, October 19 at 7am and 2pm on WGBH 2/HD. When Mrs. MacGrady is diagnosed with cancer, Arthur and his friends all act differently to the news – Arthur and D.W. rush to her side with heaps of chicken soup and stuffed animals, Muffy tries to pretend that nothing in her life has changed, and Francine is so upset she can’t even bring herself to visit Mrs. MacGrady. In this two-part episode, parents and kids learn how they can come together to support Mrs. MacGrady and each other – and Lance Armstrong makes a special appearance to show Francine and the Elwood City residents how they can take a stand, or ride a bike, for cancer survivors.

-more-

Funding for this event is generously provided by the Vernon Center at Newton-Wellesley Hospital – offering patients expert cancer care, innovative services and advanced treatment options from specialists at Newton-Wellesley Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital.

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such celebrated national PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George and more than a dozen other award-winning primetime, lifestyle and children’s series. Boston’s last remaining independent TV station, WGBH produces local TV productions (among them, Greater Boston, Basic Black and Maria Hinojosa One-on-One) that focus on the region’s diverse community, while WGBH 89.7 FM is Boston’s NPR Arts & Culture station, offering a rich menu of classical, jazz, blues, news programming and more. WGBH is the leading producer of online content for pbs.org—one of the most-visited dot-org sites on the Internet—a major producer for public radio and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. For its efforts, WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors, including Oscars, Emmys, Peabodys and duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards. Visit WGBH on the Web at www.wgbh.org.
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