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WGBHʼs Basic Black launches 2009-2010 season with 26 live episodes and new, 
interactive web portal 
Live, half-hour panel discussions air Thursdays on WGBH 2/HD beginning October 22 at 7:30pm 
and stream live at www.basicblack.org 
 
WGBH announced today that Basic Black returns for its 42nd season on the airwaves with 26 

new episodes, premiering on Thursday, October 22 at 7:30pm on WGBH 2/HD. The new season 

features live panel discussions in a provocative and fresh examination of the black experience 

and an in-depth look at local and national current events. Simultaneously, the program streams 

online at its new companion web portal (www.basicblack.org), in concert with a live chat, so that 

the general public can join the discussion or comment online in real time. 

 Each program features a core of rotating panelists, including: Callie Crossley, media 

analyst; Kim McLarin, writer; Latoyia Edwards, reporter, NECN; and Peniel Joseph, Professor of 

History, Tufts University. A fourth guest panelist, selected based on the topic of discussion, rounds 

out the weekly conversations. 

 “By providing our audience with different perspectives on todayʼs hot topics, we hope to 

thoroughly engage our local and surrounding communities on multiple platforms,” says series 

producer Valerie Linson.  

 In addition to the live stream of programs, the new Basic Black web portal offers visitors 

access to three distinct experiences, as well as interaction with other visitors and the opportunity 

to share views and opinions. The “Say Brother Collection” offers a look back into the history 

books, featuring exclusive, one-of-a-kind archival video segments from programs dating back to 

the sixties. “Studio B” offers interviews with todayʼs prominent black influencers while “Black 

Perspectives Now” features blogs and videos from a team of contributors, illustrating the black 

experience in Boston and beyond. 

Contributors include Bridgit Brown, writer; Alesha Gunn, video editor; Talia Whyte, 

freelance journalist and blogger; Uchenna C. Ikonne, freelance producer/director and writer; and 

Sheena Quintyne, youth advocate.  

 Emmy Award-winning Basic Black (formerly Say Brother) has served as a vehicle for 

African American community empowerment and for the sharing and celebration of its rich history 

and culture since 1968.  Basic Black remains the longest-running program on public television 

that focuses on the interests of people of color.  

 Follow Basic Black on on Facebook at http://groups.to/basicblack/ or Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/BasicBlackNow. 



 
About WGBH 
WGBH Boston is Americaʼs preeminent public broadcaster, producing such celebrated national 
PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, 
Curious George and more than a dozen other award-winning primetime, lifestyle and childrenʼs 
series. Bostonʼs last remaining independent TV station, WGBH produces local TV productions 
(among them, Greater Boston, Basic Black and María Hinojosa: One-on-One) that focus on the 
regionʼs diverse community, while WGBH 89.7 FM is Bostonʼs NPR Arts & Culture station, 
offering a rich menu of classical, jazz, blues, news programming and more. WGBH is the leading 
producer of online content for pbs.org—one of the most-visited dot-org sites on the Internet—a 
major producer for public radio and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new 
technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. For its efforts, WGBH has 
been recognized with hundreds of honors, including Oscars, Emmys, Peabodys and duPont-
Columbia Journalism Awards. Visit WGBH on the Web at www.wgbh.org. 
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